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money without its assistance; (2) it strove also to make
his ministers responsible to Parliament instead of to the
king for what they did.

Thus in James's reign the Commons objected to the
grants of monopolies, by which some friend of the king
was given the sole right of selling an article, and could
in consequence put a high price on it. In Charles's reign
they went further. Instead of giving the king certain
taxes for life, they only gave them for two years; and when
Charles tried to collect them without leave, they made
him accept the Petition of Right, which declared that to Petition of
take taxes except by leave of Parliament was illegal, and Rlght*l628*
that no one should be imprisoned unless he was charged
with some definite offence for which he would be brought
to trial. Thus the two most important clauses of Magna
Carta were solemnly repeated.

Again, Parliament attacked the king's ministers. In
the reign of James I the Lord Chancellor Bacon was impeach-
impeached for taking bribes; the Earl of Middlesex was Minister*,
impeached for misusing public money; early in Charles's
reign the Duke of Buckingham was impeached for
failing in the war against Spain. This " impeaching " was
a system whereby the Commons accused a man before
the Lords as judges. In those days it was the only way
to get rid of a king's minister who was disliked. Never
before had Parliament interfered so much with the king's
ministers.

In the first four years of his reign Charles had three
Parliaments, and quarrelled with them all.    Then he The^i
decided to do without Parliament, and for eleven years Tyranny,
no Parliament met.    Men called it the Eleven Years'
Tyranny.   Charles's ministers ruled the country for him.
Strafford was sent to Ireland, where he drilled an Irish
army, and persuaded the Irish Parliament to vote the
king money.   Lawyers, such as Noy and Finch, set to